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From the Editors 

 

 THE PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT MARY PENWORTHAM 

MAY 2023 

 Welcome to our May edition.  This year May is a 
very important time in the life of our nation as we 
witness King Charles III crowned as our Monarch 
with his beloved wife Queen Camilla at his side.   
Most of us will not have seen a Coronation before 
with its pomp and ceremony and the mysterious 
spiritual significance of a monarch being crowned by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury.  No doubt we will 
marvel at the intricate detail of the affair and won-
der at actual moment when the King is crowned 

and presented with the orb and sceptre, symbols of power and good govern-
ance in this most ancient of Kingdoms. Millions of people in this country and 
around the world will be glued to their televisions so see the pageantry for 
which this nation is famous. We wish their Majesties a long and happy reign. 
God Save the King! 
May brings us Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples, 
which is another mysterious affair. For us it is a spiritual confirmation that 
the love of God is always with us.  We are love and we are always seeking to 
express it. It is expressed in countless ways—a smile to a stranger, a helping 
hand, the mutual support of family and friends, generosity. As Jesus said,  
“ love one another as I have loved you”.  
May also brings us Penwortham Live and the exhibition of  Weather Vanes in 
church.  Enjoy your May and the Bank holidays it brings. 

"'Tis like the birthday of the world, 
When earth was born in bloom; 
The light is made of many dyes, 

The air is all perfume: 
There's crimson buds, and white 

and blue, 
The very rainbow showers 

Have turned to blossoms where 
they fell, 

And sown the earth with flowers." 
-  Thomas Hood  
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St Mary’s News 

 
Please pray for those  
 
recently baptised: 
 
4th December 2022   Ilsa Rose Hetherington NEWTON the 
daughter of Jack Alex NEWTON and  Isabelle HETHERINGTON 
 
26th February 2023,   Jack Dylan TOWNSEND,  the son of Christopher 
William Patrick TOWNSEND and  Lindsay Jane TOWNSEND 
 
12th March 2023,  Max John CLEWES, the son of Robert John CLEWES and 
Emma Jane STANFORD 
 
16th April 2023,  Kitty Luting SMITH, the daughter of  Handon WONG and 
Baili XU 
 
recently married: 
 
8th April   Jeremy Ronald KELLETT and Helen Dinah MOULDING 
 
who have recently died: 
 
Pauline Sinclair 
Barbara Hodgson 
Derek Prout 
Raymond Catterall 
Colin Williams 
Bobbi Livesey 
Barbara Richards 

Evangelism is not selling Jesus, but 
showing Jesus. - Lee Camp 
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         St Mary’s News 

Preston Orpheus Choir 
What a wonderful evening of music we had  on Saturday 29th April with 
Preston Orpheus Choir singing Schubert’s Mass in G and  Gounod’s  St. 
Cecile Mass. The event was very well attended; the church resounded 
with the beautiful voices of the choir and the organ. Churches were built 
for this surely. Many thanks to Jill and Wendy for managing the 
refreshments so ably.  Well done!  Thank you to Preston Orpheus Choir 
for a very professional event and we look forward to hosting you again. 
 
Christian Aid Week 2023 
Last month I told you about the work Christian Aid is doing to help 
farmers in Malawi to grow Pigeon Peas both to provide themselves with 
more for their own use and to have a crop that can be sold. The profits 
from the sales can be increased by working with a cooperative to 
increase bargaining power and enabling storing of crop until prices are 
better. Since then, Malawi has been hit by Cyclone Freddy, the longest 
lasting cyclone on record, lasting 34 days. During this time the country 
received a year’s worth of rain. Over 508,000 people have been displaced 
and hundreds have lost their lives. There is a significant risk of water 
borne disease such as cholera and malaria. Christian Aid have already 
provided immediate support including: 
· Corn soya blend for porridge for breastfeeding mothers and 

children under 5 years 
· Mosquito nets for families to provide protection against malaria  
·  Providing temporary toilets and bathrooms, water containers and 

water treatment to help prevent the risk of cholera 
·  Mobile clinics to help people process the emotional trauma of the 

cyclone 
·  Distribution of cash to 1,000 households so that families can 

purchase their immediate needs 
Jen, (who features on the envelopes that will be delivered across 
Penwortham and elsewhere) has provided an update on her situation: 
‘Due to the floods, part of my field has also been washed away. I grew 
maize and pigeon peas in this field... I would like to let people know that 
we are facing one of the biggest disasters in Malawi and we need their 
support for us to manage to move out of this. We pray that our God will 
also help us in getting across these problems.’ 
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         St Mary’s News 

 Jen and her family are safe but had to abandon their home due to 
flooding. Some of her crops were destroyed. Jen reports that she has lost 
the equivalent of ‘2 bags’ of yield, worth at least £79. These are vital 
funds that she’d planned to use to pay for the secondary school fees of 
one of her children. The mighty Pigeon Pea is playing its part, as it is a 
crop that will bounce back from the flood conditions, but Jen and other 
farmers will have a reduced harvest and this may lead to hunger, meaning 
that continued support from Christian Aid will be required for the 
foreseeable future. 
You can help by making an online donation at: 
 https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/st-marys-penwortham.  
Alternatively, there will be a donation bucket available in church while 
the display of weather vanes for the coronation is on, and delivery only 
envelopes will be distributed in many roads in Penwortham. These can 
also be returned to Booths, Tesco or the Post Office on either 
Liverpool Road or Cop Lane. 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 23rd April  
Our APCM was held after the 10.15 service at church.  The three 
current churchwardens, David, Jill and John were elected for a further 
year.  We welcome our organist, Rhoda Martin who joins the PCC for 
the first time and we welcome back Barbara Collins and Beryl Rhodes. 
Copies of the Annual Report and Financial Statement are available at 
church or online on our website. 
 

Penwortham Live 
As you know we are par cipa ng 
again in Penwortham Live. Four 
acts each las ng 45 minutes have 
been booked for the Friday & 
Saturday evenings (7pm -11pm) in 
church.  We have just been supplied with wristbands s ll at £5 each which 
en tles you to gain entry to any one of the 15 venues during the course of 
Friday & Saturday.  PLEASE PURCHASE YOUR WRIST BANDS AT £5 EACH 
FROM THE CHURCH AS WE ARE ABLE TO KEEP A PROPORTION OF EACH 
SALE TO COVER OUR COSTS. The wristbands are available now from any of 
the churchwardens a er services at church. Any one unable to get to 
church who requires a wrist band, please email me and I will supply them at 
£5 each.     David Thornton 
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         Church News 

Church of England Cathedrals showed recovery in 2021 amid 
Covid-19 measures 
Latest worshipping and visitor data collected from England’s 42 cathedrals 
and Westminster Abbey during 2021 shows attendance began to recover, 
despite ongoing Covid-19 measures. 
The data showed a weekly total of 15,800 people were reported at 
cathedral services in 2021. This is 22 per cent more than the equivalent 
figure from 2020, although still 58 per cent below the 2019 figure. 
Meanwhile, the number of cathedrals offering online worship in addition 
to, or augmenting in-person services remained high, with 94 per cent of 
cathedrals continuing to offer this. 
The Dean of Canterbury, David Monteith, who Chairs the College of 
Deans, said: "Church of England cathedrals have been an integral part of 
the country's cultural heritage for over a thousand years. The data from 
2021 demonstrates the resilience of the cathedrals and their importance 
to local communities.   
"We have adapted to the changing circumstances throughout the 
pandemic, and some of what we have learnt is here to stay. This includes 
the gift of online worship, with many cathedrals reaching new 
congregations, together with those who would prefer to join services 
from home. 
 
Bishop of Durham responds to immigration proposals 
The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, who speaks for the Church of England 
on refugees, has recently issued the following response to the Home 
Secretary's statement on the Illegal Migration Bill.  He said: “No one 
wants to see people risking their lives to reach safety, but we must ask is 
this Bill the right response - one that is built on compassion, justice and 
moral leadership?  
“It’s likely to push thousands of people, including children, into a 
prolonged legal limbo and imprisonment, and does nothing to support 
timely and effective consideration of asylum requests. It would label all 
those crossing the Channel illegal entrants and therefore people to 
whom we do not owe a responsibility and would criminalise the act of 
claiming asylum - without acknowledging that many are highly vulnerable 
people escaping persecution and war, who have been left with no safe 
routes. Providing safe and legal routes is part of the solution and not one 
only to be explored after Channel crossings have ended.  
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The Home Secretary acknowledges the growing global refugee crisis, 
which we can’t solve on our own, but it is disappointing that the Govern-
ment has decided to not take on a greater role in leading the world to 
equitably support those forced to flee their home.   
“The consequences of this will be felt by vulnerable migrants, and by 
poorer countries in the global south already supporting the vast majority 
of the world’s refugees. 
“We must not abdicate our legal and moral responsibility to some of the 
world’s most vulnerable by simply treating asylum seekers as a group not 
to be welcomed or integrated, but detained and returned. We must do 
and be better.” 

. 
 

 
 
 

18th May: Ascension Day, 40 Days with the Risen Christ 
40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during 
which the Risen Christ appeared again and again to His disciples, following 
His death and resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.) 
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 
days. Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, 
by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His 
disciples, and at last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had prom-
ised about the Messiah. Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent Him, 
He was now going to send them - to all corners of the earth, as His witness-
es. 
Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension 
Day. Luke records the story with great poignancy: ‘When Jesus had led them 
out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands - and blessed them.’   
As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day com-
pletes it, with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was 
to bless His disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be: they had 
just lived through three tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles – 
persecution and death – and resurrection!  Just as we part from our nearest 
and dearest by still looking at them with love and memories in our eyes, so 
exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing them,  

High Days and Holy Days 
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He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was not for-
saking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be 
theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God 
and your God...’  (John 20:17) 
The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being 
one of the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and to have 
Him look on you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they wor-
shipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed con-
tinually at the temple, praising God.’ (Luke 24:52,53) 
No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one 
day!  ‘I am going to prepare a place for you... I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the mean-
time, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on 
earth. 
 
28th May: Day of Pentecost, Whit Sunday 
Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of First Fruits, 
which was observed at the beginning of the wheat harvest. It was seven 
weeks after Easter, or 50 days including Easter. 
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound exactly 
world-changing, but that year, it became one of the most important days in 
world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the 
day the Church was born. 
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen, and that 
they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus 
had plans for His disciples, but He knew they could not do the work them-
selves. They would need His help. 
And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other followers, 
for many days. And then on that fateful morning there was suddenly the 
sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, 
and they began to praise God in many tongues, to the astonishment of those 
who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically re-
versed that morning.      
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers of 
Jesus. The Church was born. The Christians were suddenly full of life and 
power, utterly different from their former fearful selves. The change in them 
was permanent. 
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Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, 
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible 
death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days 
before.  And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and were baptised. 
How’s that for fast church growth Of course, Pentecost was not the first 
time the Holy Spirit had acted in this world. All through the Old 
Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit guided people and 
strengthened them. But now, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, 
He could INDWELL them. From now on, every Christian could have the 
confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the indwelling of 
His Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Editor:  Paul Hardingham ponders the Ascension 
Where did Jesus go? 
In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’ ascension all you can see are His feet! 
As we celebrate the event this month, it prompts the question ‘where did 
Jesus go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand’ (1 
Peter 3:22). However, the New Testament tells us three things about what 
Jesus is doing at the Father’s side. 
 
Sitting:    At Pentecost Peter says Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of God, 
He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 
what you now see and hear…’ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right 
hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority and 
power at the heart of the universe. By pouring out the gift of the Holy 
Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us a foretaste of the life of heaven i.e. eternal 
life, forgiveness, healing, release and God’s provision for our lives. 
 
Standing:   When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to 
death by the Jewish authorities he cried out: ‘I see heaven open and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience of 
heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and 
setbacks. However, Jesus is still on the throne! He has a bigger plan and 
purpose for our lives than we might imagine (including the difficulties), and 
we are called to trust Him daily.  
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Matters of Faith 

Praying:   ‘Christ Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 
7:25). Even when we don’t know how to pray, we have the assurance that 
Jesus is already praying for us! He knows our needs even better than we do 
ourselves, so when we feel condemned or defeated in our Christian lives, we 
have somebody on our side! 
 
The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate pres-
ence of God and both transcends and embraces our present experience. 
This truth lies at the heart of the up language used to describe the event. 
 
‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the one who is in heaven can be pre-
sent simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth: the ascension therefore 
means that Jesus is available, accessible, without people having to travel to a partic-
ular spot on the earth to find Him.’ (Tom Wright). 
 
God in the Sciences 
This series is written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Direc-
tor at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on 
the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.   
 
Can Science Prove God Exists?  
To risk sounding like a smart aleck seven-year-old, technically speaking you 
can only prove things mathematically. If you need to know that one plus one 
equals two, don’t go to a chemistry lab. The natural sciences only deal with 
things that can be observed and measured. Science has been so successful 
that it’s tempting to get carried away, valuing science above any other kind of 
knowledge, but there are other ways of knowing that are equally important. 
For example, art conveys ideas, experiences or emotions that provoke us to 
think or do something in response. 
 
In fact, to find answers to any of the really important questions about mean-
ing and purpose that affect us throughout our lives, we always have to go 
beyond science. Some scientific data might help define the question, for ex-
ample a farmer facing a drought would probably like to know some details 
about the current weather patterns and the availability of seeds for more 
hardy crops before she can start asking “What is the point of trying to grow 
anything at all?” But in the end, she is asking a deeper question – and so are 
the rest of us when we go through any significant experience in life.  



Page 11  

Matters of Faith 

So rather than asking “Can science prove God exists?”, what about: “Are the 
findings of science compatible with the existence of a purposeful Creator?” 
For many scientists today, the answer to the second question is yes. They 
have investigated the Bible’s descriptions of the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, and found that they make sense. They have discovered that 
they can interact with God – especially in prayer – and that this faith has 
changed their lives.  
Professor Christine Done, an Astrophysicist at Durham University, writes, 
“for me the more we know about the vast, yet intricate and beautiful Uni-
verse we live in, the bigger and more awe-inspiring is the God who made it 
all.”( Thinking About: The Big Bang, https://www.cis.org.uk/resources/thinking/)  
Some go even further, making statements like this: “the way the universe 
exhibits an ordered structure, which is open to science to investigate, points 
to a mind behind it.” (Revd Dr Rodney Holder, Astrophysicist, in Longing, 
Waiting, Believing (BRF, 2014) 
The question “Can Science Prove God Exists?” turns out to be a category 
error – trying to use science to answer a non-scientific question. On the 
other hand, many scientists think there is enough evidence from a wide 
range of sources to warrant belief in God.  
 
God and the Arts 
Editor:  Michael Burgess continues his look at great works of Christian art.  The 
painting is in the public domain, and it may be downloaded from Wikimedia Com-
mons by searching ‘The Madonna of the Meadow’. The painting hangs in the Nation-
al Gallery in London. 
 
‘The Madonna of the Meadow’ by Giovanni Bellini 
Each year as we look at Creation we see the cycle of the seasons. The earth 
comes alive in spring, blossoms and bears fruit in summer, gives up its good-
ness and glory in autumn, and seems to die in the sleep of cold winter. Each 
of those seasons has its moods and feelings, which we find mirrored in the 
turn of human life.  
The joy of spring and summer go hand in hand with the sadness and resigna-
tion of autumn and winter in all that life brings us. When we look at our La-
dy in the Gospels, and this month of May is Mary’s month, we see that mix-
ture of joy and sadness.  
In the Annunciation and at Christmas we share in the wonder and happiness 
of motherhood and new birth. A Son is born, but that birth brings anxiety 
and strain. Those strange words of Simeon in the Temple, losing the child in  
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Jerusalem, watching her son grow, only to be rejected and crucified – these 
experiences brought Mary heartache and sorrow. But her maternal love sus-
tains her through it all, and Mary is with the disciples at the glorious moment 
of Pentecost. 
This range of moods in creation and in the life of Mary is caught up in the 
painting, ‘The Madonna of the Meadow’ by Giovanni Bellini. He came from a 
family of Renaissance painters, and this work was created around 1500. It 
now hangs in the National Gallery in London. The background is full of the 
details of the world of nature and everyday life. We see some cows grazing 
and others resting. A farmer tends the livestock on one side of the painting, 
while a herdsman relaxes on the other. Mary in the centre is part of that 
creation with the blue of her robe like the sky above, while the russet shades 
beneath that blue mirror the earth on which she rests.  
As we look more closely, we can see some disturbing signs of ‘nature red in 
tooth and claw.’ There is a bird to our left – perhaps a crane or egret – that 
is fighting with a snake. Above, on the top of a tall, thin, leafless tree there is 
another bird as black as death. We look at the babe sleeping in His mother’s 
arms and sense His vulnerability for all her protective love. Some 30 years 
later Mary will cradle her Son in that same pose as His body is taken down 
from the cross: that heart-rending moment we know as the Pietà. The Vene-
tian landscape is like a peaceful May afternoon where spring is dissolving into 
high summer amid those contented signs of a clear sky and cows grazing. 
The serpent and the raven tell us that struggle and death can easily invade 
that scene. But they somehow pale into insignificance as we ponder that lu-
minous affirmation of new life in the 
mother and child that dominate the 
canvas. They proclaim life; they pro-
claim life after death. The babe sleep-
ing in Mary’s arms will wake and 
grow through the seasons of life.  
 
Too soon we know His body will 
hang on a barren tree like the one 
where that bird of death perches. 
But that cycle of birth and spring 
leading to death and winter will be transformed as His risen body will walk 
into another landscape – the garden of Easter where the leaves never wither 
and the sky never darkens, for in that resurrection joy, all is life and light and 
life eternal. 
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Matters of Faith 
Editor:  By Canon Paul Hardingham 
The Coronation of King Charles III 
 
On 6th May His Majesty King Charles III will be crowned alongside Camilla, 
The Queen Consort, in Westminster Abbey. How can we pray for him, as 
he approaches this important event? Paul says: ‘I urge, then, first of all, that 
petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.’ (1 
Timothy 2:1,2).  
 
For God’s presence - to guide every aspect of King Charles’ life as he pre-
pares for his Coronation and future roles. At his Accession, he was pro-
claimed Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor of the Church of 
England. Charles has talked about ‘the Sovereign's particular relationship and 
responsibility towards the Church of England - the Church in which my own faith is 
so deeply rooted.’ 
 
For God’s wisdom - as he provides leadership that will honour God and pro-
mote the wellbeing of our society. King Solomon prayed for wisdom for 
himself: ‘So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to dis-
tinguish between right and wrong.’ (1 Kings 3:9). 
  
For God’s love - to strengthen all relationships within the Royal Family; for 
reconciliation, understanding, forgiveness and good communication.  
 
For God’s purpose - to be fulfilled through the work of the King and Queen 
Consort and their family in the years to come. He has said: ‘and whatever 
may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve you with loyalty, 
respect and love, as I have throughout my life.’ 
 
A Prayer for the new King: 
Everlasting God, we pray for our new King. Bless his reign and the life of our na-
tion. Help us to work together so that truth and justice, harmony and fairness 
flourish among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Wha lie behin u an wha lie befor u ar tin matter 
compare t wha lie withi u.” ~ (Ralp Wald Emerso).  
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Editor:  By the Ven John Barton 
Speak out 
As a little boy growing up during World War II, I spent night after night in a 
bomb shelter. Why were those wicked Germans strafing us? Why was eve-
rything rationed (especially sweets)? After the war I began to understand 
that many other countries had suffered too, and unspeakable atrocities had 
been inflicted on Jews and other defenceless minorities. In my own lifetime, 
history had shown what happens when a failure to recognise the unique 
worth of all other human beings turns civilised people into monsters. 
It was hard to accept that Germans were an enlightened, cultured people 
whose history, like ours, was steeped in the Christian faith. Yet as I grew 
older, I came to the conclusion that if they could succumb to an evil ideolo-
gy, despite the values which must have been instilled in them as children, so 
could we, and it would be arrogant and blinkered to imagine we were im-
mune from the influence of inhuman propaganda. 
We need to highlight disinformation and speak out when other people are 
demeaned, even if that makes us unpopular. Keeping silent when others are 
being oppressed is not an option.  The German Pastor Martin Niemöller 
issued this warning: 
 

First they came for the Communists  
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Communist.  
Then they came for the Socialists  
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Socialist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists  
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a trade unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me 
And there was no one left 
To speak out for me. 
 
Niemoller was a one-time supporter of Hitler, but changed when Nazis im-
posed their racial ideology on churches. He was incarcerated in concentra-
tion camps from 1938 to 1945.  That’s the price he paid for speaking out. 

Matters of Faith 
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Miscellaneous 

Editor:  David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the after-effects of theft 
Falling among thieves 
 
And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among thieves… Luke 10:30 
 
Some of the saddest victims of crime include cases where people have 
been betrayed or taken advantage of by one of their own family members.  
One victim lost thousands of pounds to someone with whom they shared 
a home. They had given their partner access to their bank and credit cards 
because they trusted them implicitly. Sadly, that person then accessed their 
accounts, spent the money, and even ran up thousands of pounds of debt. 
In the end, the police stepped in, and it became a criminal court case.  
Is it worse being robbed by a stranger, or by someone whom you have 
loved? If robbed by someone you loved and trusted, it would be difficult to 
trust anyone ever again. And the sad reality is that your former ‘friend’ will 
probably have already spent all the money, and so there is little point trying 
to claim it back through the civil courts. 
In cases where such betrayal ends up as a criminal court case, the police 
can put a victim in touch with victim support services, who will explain the 
court procedure to them (who is who, where to sit and what to call the 
judge or magistrate). If you win your case, the court can order a convicted 
criminal to pay compensation to the victim, and sometimes even make 
restraining orders.   
Who can you trust? Inviting a new partner into your home and life is a big 
step, especially if you already share your home with others. Proverbs 
encourages us to take care in our relationships, especially whenever money 
is involved. If your partner or family member wants access to your 
finances, perhaps you don’t need to agree right away.  
Instead, take time to consider: why do they need such access? Money is 
power, and power is control. Why should they exercise this control over 
your resources? Why not tell them that you will go into your own 
account, and share with them any money that you have both already 
agreed upon?  
The ‘certain man’ Jesus was talking about fell among thieves, but then the 
Samaritan cared for him. Sometimes we need to be good Samaritans to 
those in trouble.  
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All in the month of MAY 
 

It was: 
250 years ago, on 10th May 1773 that Britain passed the Tea Act, which 
favoured the British East India Company over the American colonies, which 
led to the Boston Tea Party in December, which escalated into the Ameri-
can Revolution and the establishment of the USA.   
150 years ago, on 1st May 1873 that David Livingstone, Scottish missionary 
and explorer, died. Best known for his search for the sources of the Nile, 
and for going missing (and being found) in Africa. 
100 years ago, on 26th-27th May 1923 that the first Le Mans 24 hours en-
durance motor race was held. 
90 years ago, on 2nd May 1933 that the first modern sighting of Scotland’s 
Loch Ness monster was reported in the Inverness Chronicle. 
80 years ago, on 16th-17th May 1943 that the RAF launched Operation 
Chastise, which became famous as the ‘Dambusters’ Raid’. Bouncing bombs 
were used to bypass anti-torpedo nets and breach dams, which caused cata-
strophic flooding in Germany’s Ruhr Valley. 
75 years ago, on 14th-15th May 1948 that Israel was declared an independ-
ent state as the British mandate in Palestine came to an end. Next day the 
Arab-Israeli War began with the invasion of Israel by Egypt, Transjordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq.   
70 years ago, on 29th May 1953 that New Zealand mountaineer Edmund 
Hilary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay became the first people to reach the 
summit of Mount Everest. 
60 years ago, on 27th May 1963 that the folk/blues album ‘The Freewheelin’ 
Bob Dylan’ was released. It included the hit song ‘Blowin’ in the Wind’. 
50 years ago, on 17th May 1973 that the Watergate hearings began in the 
US Senate and were televised nationally. 
40 years ago, on 20th May 1983 that the journal Science reported the dis-
covery of the HIV virus that causes AIDS. 
25 years ago, on 23rd May 1998 that in a referendum, the people of North-
ern Ireland voted to accept the Good Friday Agreement. 75% were in fa-
vour of a Northern Ireland Assembly. 
15 years ago, on 12th May 2008 that the Sichuan earthquake took place in 
China. More than 69,000 people were killed, over 370,000 injured, and 
nearly five million made homeless. 
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Miscellaneous 

Editor:  by Tim Lenton 
How an argument over tea led to the founding of America 
Some 250 years ago, on 10th May 1773, Britain passed the Tea Act, which 
favoured the British East India Company over the American colonies. This 
led to the Boston Tea Party in December, which escalated into the American 
Revolution and the establishment of the USA.   
The idea of the Tea Act was to help the struggling British East India Compa-
ny to dispose of its vast holdings of tea profitably in the American colonies, 
where much of the (inferior) tea came from Dutch sources and was smug-
gled in. But the colonists reacted strongly against the attempt to manipulate 
their tea-buying, and against British taxes generally, which they regarded as 
taxation without representation.  Later the same year this led to what has 
become known as the Boston Tea Party, where a large group of citizens, 
calling themselves the Sons of Liberty and dressed as Mohawk Indians, 
boarded the British tea ships and threw 92,000 pounds of tea into the har-
bour.  This was not a violent insurrection. No-one was injured, and it was 
reported that the Sons of Liberty swept the decks of the ships afterwards. 
But British politicians of all sides were appalled, not least because many of 
them had substantial holdings in the British East India Company.  
Added to the ill-feeling resulting from the Boston Massacre in 1770, in which 
five people died after British troops had been taunted (the comparison with 
Ulster is obvious), this led in two short years to the American War of Inde-
pendence, which changed everything.  
 

How your friends may be keeping you alive 
Take care of your friendships, and they will take care of you. A recent study 
has found that if, in later life, you enjoy your friends on a regular and fre-
quent basis, then the joy that they bring you may even halve your risk of 
death within five years.  The book of Proverbs (27:9) compares the balm of 
ointments and perfumes to the soothing effect of a good friend, and an analy-
sis of the research would seem to confirm this. People in their later years 
who socialised every day were healthier than those who didn’t. Even those 
who saw their friends only once a week were healthier than those who saw 
no friends on a regular basis.  In fact, the team reported having found a ‘dose 
response’, with the greater the frequency of socialising, the greater the likeli-
hood of living longer. As one doctor put it: “The more frequent the social 
activity, the more prolonged the survival time.” It is thought that having regu-
lar contact with friends encourages healthier thinking, better personal habits, 
increased physical activity, and reduces stress.   
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Poems 

Signs and Promises 
(Mark 13:5-13, Rev 21:4,22:20) 

 

‘The one who endures to the end will be 
saved.’ 

 

Earthquakes, explosions, 
Tsunamis and terror, 

Nation rising against nation, 
Dictators destroying their own, 

Floods, famine, 
Families in sewer-slums, 
Persecution, opposition, 
And the list goes on… 

 

Signs all around of a broken world, 
A warning world. 

 

Send your Spirit, Lord, 
Bring your healing, 
Your compassion, 

Bring your good news 
To those who must endure. 

Open eyes to see beyond disasters 
To the One who saves 

And will wipe away all tears. 
 

Come Lord Jesus.   
By Daphne Kitching 

 

 

If you live according to nature, 
you will never be poor; if you 

live according to opinion, you 
will never be rich.” Nature’s 

wants are slight; the demands 
of opinion are boundless.” –
 Seneca, Letters from a Stoic 

A ship should not ride 
on a single anchor, 
nor life on a single 
hope. 
Epictetus 
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Smile 

Five exercises that clergy should avoid – at all costs 
 

Beating your head against the wall; climbing the walls; beating your own 
drum; dragging your heels; jumping to conclusions; grasping at straws; fishing 
for compliments; throwing your weight around; passing the buck; using cli-
chés. 
 
Fire 
 

There was a fire at the main Inland Revenue office in London, but it was put 
out before any serious good was done.  - Ronnie Corbett 
 
Mark 
 

When the late Dean of York was asked why he called his stumpy-tailed fox 
terrier ‘Mark’, he explained: “The New Testament contains the life-stories of 
our Lord by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Mark’s is the shortest tale!” 
 
Life abundant 
 

Two students from a theological training college decided to spend part of 
their holiday in the countryside doing outreach. They stopped at an old farm 
house and proceeded up the path through a group of screaming children and 
a washing line heavy with wet clothes. When they got near the door, the 
woman of the house stopped scrubbing the steps, brushed her hair and per-
spiration from her brow, and asked them what they wanted. “We’d like to 
tell you how you can live forever,” they answered. 
 
The exhausted woman hesitated for a moment, and then replied, “Thank 
you, but I don’t think I could stand it!” 
 
Blessing 
 

It was the five-year-old boy’s first trip down to the Communion rail at 
church. Fascinated, he watched the vicar place a wafer in the palm of each 
person kneeling before him. When the vicar reached the little boy, he ig-
nored the child’s out-stretched palm, and laid his hand on the child’s head in 
a gentle blessing instead. The boy, utterly bewildered, whispered to his father 
in a piercing voice; “He’s put it on my head!” 

If you want the rainbow, you’ve got to put up with the rain 
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Picture Parable 


