THE PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT MARY PENWORTHAM

DECEMBER/JANUARY 2022

From the Editors

Welcome to this combined December/January edition. We are now in the
season of Advent as we anticipate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
are all quite busy getting reading for this festival; lots of shopping, decorating
our homes (some very imaginatively) with Christmas trees and lights. It’s a
lovely tradition and brings light into the dark winter days. There are many
things to look forward to in Advent; carol concerts, office parties, people
getting together and wishing one another well. This year there is the added
ingredient of the World Cup and the big question as to how will England
fare. At least its warmer in Qatar!
Of course, the main message at his time of year is the celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ and the light that He brought to us with his birth. His
teachings remain with us to this day and remind us that Love is a central part
of our lives, surely a reflection of the unending and infinite Love which He
showed throughout his short life.
In January we remember the Wise Men, those mysterious men from the East
who brought gifts of gold, the gift for a king; frankincense, the gift for a
priest; and myrrh — a burial ointment, a gift for one who would die.
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas meeting friends and loved
ones and sharing gifts. Let us also pray for those less fortunate than us, for
whom Christmas is not as joyous. May they be shown love.
"I heard a bird sing
In the dark of December
A magical thing
And sweet to remember.
'We are nearer to Spring
Than we were in September,'
I heard a bird sing
In the dark of December."
- Oliver Herford, I Heard a Bird
Sing
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St Mary’s News
Tower Clock
The clock is now working again. It was thoroughly cleaned and serviced and
is telling the time once again. Thanks to all involved.
Boiler Room
Our Vicar Chris has been hard at work recently clearing out the boiler
room and it looks so much better with much more room and light.
Lancashire Sings Christmas.
This year we will be singing together at Kingsfold Community Centre on
Thursday 15th December at 7.00pm. Come along and sing those carols we
all know and love and enjoy free hot soup and a roll.

What’s on at St Mary’s
Whitefield Primary School Christmas Service. Tuesday 6th
December at 5pm
Cop Lane CE Primary School Christmas Service. Thursday 8th
December at 6pm
North West Ambulance Service Christmas Carol Concert Friday
9th December at 7pm
Howick CE Primary School Christmas Service. Tuesday 13th
December at 6pm

Christmas Carol Service Sunday 18th Service at 6.30pm
Christmas Eve Midnight Service Saturday 24th December at 11.30pm
Christmas Day Holy Communion at 8.15am and 10.15am
The nature of Christ’s existence is mysterious, I admit; but ... reject it
and the world is an inexplicable riddle; believe it, and the history of our
race is satisfactorily explained. - Napoleon Bonaparte
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Church News
Christian Aid Christmas Appeal
In past years I haven’t drawn attention to the Christian
Aid Christmas appeal, but I am doing so this year. I know that times are
hard for many of us, but unfortunately the same is true not only for
Christian Aid but also for those that they help and support. Many of them
are being affected both by rising prices and the effects of global warming.
This is impacting on their ability to provide for their families at all.
However with help from Christian Aid and their partners, they can be
helped to make changes that give them hope for the future.
This is Loshas’ story.
For Loshas, a 53 year-old father of 6 from Mzimba district, Malawi,
‘Christmas means that Jesus was born to free us from our sins.’
To celebrate, ‘we eat food that makes us happy,’ he says. ‘Nice food, that
we do not eat that often. We have tea with milk. Or tea with bread
depending on how much one has. However, ‘This year we had problems.
The rain didn’t come.'
'When we fail to earn enough money for food, we are faced with hunger.’
'This is a big problem we face, that makes us pray for rain so the plants
can do well. The plants suffer when there is no rain.' Loshas had a water
pump, but it was no use. ‘'When there is no rain, the plants suffer, as the
pump cannot pump water.'

‘I used to farm a small plot – because I was using the watering can, I was

worried about planting on a large plot,’ he says. ‘Now, I can irrigate
bananas, tomatoes and vegetables, which helps me a lot.’
But this Christmas, thanks to support received to buy a solar-powered
water pump, he has a good feeling about the future.
Your gift of love could help another dad like Loshas make the future
better and brighter for his family - and his neighbours.
Of the training he received from our local partner SOLDEV*, Loshas says,
‘You get good ideas from the local project workers in our community,
unlike when you are on your own. I realised that they could share ideas
with me about farming. The training by the project and Christian Aid
helped me learn the modern way of farming.
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Church News
Loshas also received seeds to help him put his new approach into practice.
Seeds of growth
But, he adds, ‘It is not just farming, but also the Village Savings and Loan
Scheme. I was not a member of the scheme but, through the project, I have
been trained to join.’ As he explains:
‘I wanted to have a solar pump for irrigating my garden, so I borrowed
some money from the Village Bank. Now that I have the pump, I see that
things are moving on well. With the bananas, I started small. But I am
expanding now because of the irrigation.’
Big plans
This turn for the better has filled Loshas with hope: ‘My plans are big: I plan
to further expand the banana field. When it is bigger, it will start giving me
bigger profits. If I start making more profits, I want to help others who are
struggling in my community.
I thank Christian Aid for supporting the project because through them, we
are assisted. Without them, we would have nothing.’
*Synod of Livingstonia Development Department
Please make whatever donation you can to help others have hope for the
future this Christmas. The link will take you to Christian Aid’s Christmas
Appeal.
https://give.christianaid.org.uk/donate/CAM-004123
Rachel Tuke
First sermon in British Sign Language at St Paul’s Cathedral
A Baptist minister, the Revd Sue Whalley, has recently delivered the first
ever known sermon in British Sign Language (BSL) at St Paul's Cathedral.
The invitation grew out of a meeting in London between Deaf Church
Leaders and Church of England Clergy. Building on the momentum of the
BSL Act last April (when British Sign Language was accepted as an official
language in England and Wales), it was suggested that a Deaf person preach
at St Paul’s Cathedral.
A maximum of 30 Deaf people were expected to attend alongside the
hearing visitors to the cathedral. But instead, 60- 70 Deaf people turned up,
“highlighting the importance and significance of the event.”
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High Days and Holy Days
3rd December:
Francis Xavier, the seasick missionary
Ignatius Loyala sent his friend and follower Francis Xavier (born 1506) to the
Orient as a missionary. What a missionary! Imagine David Livingstone, Billy
Graham and the Alpha Courses rolled into one. His mass conversions became legendary – he baptised 10,000 people in one month and in just ten
years of work was credited with 700,000 conversions.
Xavier became the most famous Jesuit missionary of all time, working so
hard that he had only a few hours’ sleep each night. He was known as ‘the
Apostle of the Indies’ and ‘the Apostle of Japan’. He began by reforming Goa,
which contained numerous Portuguese Catholics, notorious for cruelty to
their slaves, open concubinage, and neglect of the poor. For three years, by
example, preaching and writing verses on Christian truths set to popular
tunes, Francis did much to offset this betrayal of Christ by bad Christians.
For the next seven years he worked among the Paravas in southern India, in
Ceylon, Malacca, the Molucca islands, and the Malay peninsula. He met with
immense success among the low-caste, but with almost none among the
Brahmins.
In 1549 he ventured on to Japan, translated an abridged statement of Christian belief, and made a hundred converts in one year at Kagoshima alone.
When he left Japan, the total number of Japanese Christians was about
2,000; within 60 years they were resisting fierce persecution, even to death.
Wherever Xavier sailed, he left after him numerous organised Christian
communities. Not bad for a man who suffered seasickness and had trouble
in learning foreign languages!
Xavier died in 1551, on his way to China. His body was preserved and enshrined for many years. His right arm was detached in 1615 and is still preserved in the church of the Gesu at Rome. He was canonised by Gregory
XV in 1622, and declared Patron of the Foreign Missions by Pius XI in 1927.
6th December: St Nicholas, patron saint of children
Father Christmas seems to be as old as Europe. Once he was Woden, lashing his reindeer through the darkness of northern midwinter. Then he encountered the Church, and She transformed him into a saint, the muchloved Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in south-west Turkey) in the fourth century.
St Nicholas became the patron saint of children and was given 6th December
as his day.
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Nicholas has been venerated in both East and West, though virtually nothing
is known of his life. Some believe he may have been one of the fathers at the
Council of Nicea (325), imprisoned during the Emperor Diocletian’s persecution. According to legend, Nicholas was an extremely generous man. He
revived three schoolboys murdered by an innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He
rescued three young women from prostitution by giving their povertystricken father three bags of gold. (Hence the use of three gold balls as the
pawnbroker’s signs.)
Over the centuries many people ‘on the fringe’, including children, sailors,
unmarried girls, pawnbrokers and moneylenders have claimed him as their
patron.
Perhaps it was on account of St. Nicholas’ generosity that in recent centuries
children began to write little notes sometime before 6th December, to tell
him about the toys they specially wanted. These notes were then left on the
windowsill at night - or else on a ledge in the chimney.
But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie in the magnetic field of a much more potent festival.... and after a time his activities were moved towards Christmas.
Then in Bavaria the children still left their notes on the windowsill, but they
addressed them to Liebes Christkind - Krishkinkle as they knew him - and
the saint’s part in the matter was simply to deliver the letters in heaven.
The most popular result of the cult of St Nicholas has been the institution of
Santa Claus. He is based on Nicholas’ patronage of children and the custom
in the Low Countries of giving presents on his feast. Santa Claus has reached
his zenith in America, where the Dutch Protestants of New Amsterdam
(New York) united to it Nordic folklore legends of a magician who both
punished naughty children and rewarded good ones with presents.
25th December: Where did Christmas trees come from?
There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first involves St Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th century as a missionary and found
people sacrificing a child to their god under an oak tree. Boniface was appalled, and he rescued the child. He then chopped down the oak tree and
found a tiny fir tree growing nearby. He gave this to the people and said:
“This is a symbol of life. Whenever you look at this tree, remember the
Christ-child who is the One who will give you life, because He gave His life
for you.”
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Matters of Faith
The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther in the 16th century. It
is said that one year he decided to drag a fir tree into his home and to decorate it with candles. He used it as a visual aid, telling people that the candles
symbolised Jesus as the light of the world, and the evergreen tree symbolised
the eternal life that Jesus gives to us. Many of the people who followed Luther were struck by the idea and took up the custom.
25th December: Where did Christmas stockings come from?
No one is really sure, but a story is told of St Nicholas, a bishop who lived in
the 4th century, who may have started the custom by accident. St Nicholas
was of a wealthy family, and of a generous heart. As Christmas approached
one year, he wanted to help a poor family whom he knew, but he did not
want them to know it was him. So he climbed up on their roof on Christmas
Eve and dropped some coins down the chimney.
The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, were found
in the stockings of the ladies, who had hung them to dry by the fire the night
before. Every year after that they put their stockings out, in the hope that
some more money would fall into them. They told the story of this amazing
appearance to their friends and neighbours, and the custom caught on.

25th December: Why the world was ready for Christmas
Ever wonder why Jesus was born when He was? The Bible tells us that
“when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son…” The Jewish people had been waiting for their Messiah for centuries. Why did God send Him
precisely when He did?
Many biblical scholars believe that the ‘time had fully come’ for Jesus because
of the politics of the time. The Roman Empire’s sheer size and dominance
had achieved something unique in world history: the opportunity for travel
from Bethlehem to Berwick on Tweed without ever crossing into ‘enemy
territory’ or needing a ‘passport’.
For the first time ever, it was possible for ‘common’ people to travel wide
and far, and quickly spread news and ideas. And all you needed were two
languages - Greek to the east of Rome, and Latin to the west and north. You
could set sail from Joppa (Tel Aviv) and head for any port on the Med. And
the Roman roads ran straight and true throughout the empire.
So, the Roman Empire achieved something it never intended: it helped
spread news of Christianity far and wide for 400 years. After that, the Empire crumbled, and the borders shut down. Not until the 19th century would
people again roam so freely. The time for Jesus to be born, and for news of
Him to be able to travel, had indeed ‘fully come’.
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Matters of Faith
1st January:
Have you ever wondered where the name ‘Jesus’
comes from?
The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs in several languages. It is of Hebrew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua. There is also the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’. In Greek, it became ‘ Ἰησοῦς’ (Iēsoûs), and in
Latin it became ‘Iesus’.
The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or
‘Yahweh is salvation’. No wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke (1:26-33) told
Mary to name her baby Jesus: “because He will save His people from their
sins.”
New 6th January:
Gold, frankincense and myrrh for the infant
Jesus
Epiphany is also known as ‘Twelfth Night’, or the last night of the Christmas
festival. According to the song, it is also the day when that over-enthusiastic
‘true love’ of yours dumps no less than 78 presents on your doorstep,
among them a dozen leaping lords of the realm and a final partridge – to go
with the 11 you have already been given.
In many parts of the world, 6th January is celebrated as Christmas Day. As
we Western Christians are packing away our tree, the Greek Orthodox
world and Catholic Spain are giving presents and celebrating the wise men,
or magi. For what better time to give presents to each other, than on the
day the wise men presented gold, frankincense and myrrh to the infant Jesus?
What do we make of these presents? Gold is for kingship, proclaiming a royal child. Frankincense carries a feeling of worship about it: it was used in the
temple worship and indicated access to the presence of God. Frankincense
is thus for worship and incarnation.
The third gift, myrrh, finds it place at Calvary. After the crucifixion, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea prepared Jesus’ body for burial, using myrrh as
an embalming fluid. Thus, when the wise men visit the baby Jesus, the shadow of the cross already falls across the crib. But myrrh is also symbolic of
love, so you could say that the third gift is about adoration as well as death.
And Christ’s death on the cross is for love of the Church, His bride.
As for the magi, they were not Jewish grandees, but foreign Gentiles. And so
it was clear, from as early as the manger in Bethlehem, that Jesus was not
just the Messiah for the Jews, but the Saviour of the whole world.
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Matters of Faith
Editor: Canon Paul Hardingham considers the mother of Jesus
Mary’s Christmas
As Jesus’ mother, Mary plays a crucial part in the Christmas story. It begins
with Gabriel’s visit to her: ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.’ (Luke
1:30,31). This conversation takes us straight to the heart of what Christmas
is all about. God was doing something unique, that had never happened before! ‘God was beginning, at this divine and human point, the New Creation of all
things. The whole soiled and weary universe quivered at this direct injection of essential life.’ (CS Lewis).
This child unites heaven and earth: the eternal God entered time and space
and became a baby, both a real human being and fully divine. It reminds me
of the sci-fi film Fantastic Voyage (1966) in which a team of surgeons are
shrunk to the size of blood cells and injected into the veins of a patient to
perform lifesaving surgery. The Christmas message affirms that God has entered the bloodstream of humanity to put things right with Him on the inside. We can know Him personally and make sense of His world.
God chose an unknown, frightened teenage girl to bring about this new beginning for the world. Her response is the pattern for us, as we welcome
God’s special gift into our lives this Christmas: ‘“I am the Lord’s servant” Mary
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”’ (Luke 1:38).
Mary gave an unqualified Yes to all that God wanted to do in her life. It was a
costly decision, which risked both shame and scandal. Yet she was ready to
obey God and trust His plans for her life, despite her many questions. Is the
same true for us this Christmas?
Editor: The Rev Dr Jo White continues her series.
Reflecting faith - To the Glory of God
Everything about the church building is intended to tell us something about
God.
But it doesn’t end there. We put into the building things that are important
to us and again reflect not just our specific denomination but our ways of
worship.
Imagine visiting someone in their home whom you are just getting to know
and have a look around at the decorations, photos, wall hangings, books,
music etc. What are their hobbies? How do they enjoy spending their time?
Who is important to them? Well our church interiors are like that.
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Matters of Faith

Page 10

Miscellaneous
Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess
continues his series on God in the Arts
with a look at the cartoon for ‘The
Mackintosh Madonna’, which normally
hangs in the British Museum.
Preparing the Way
This month’s drawing is ‘The Virgin
Child’ by Raphael (1483-1520).
Raphael was a talented artist from a
very early age, but this drawing belongs to a time when he was in
Rome from 1510-12. The finished
painting is known as the Mackintosh
Madonna, after its last owner.

and

This drawing, or cartoon, was the
first stage in creating that work: it is
in
black chalk with heightening marks of white. When an artist made an initial
drawing like this, he would then prick the cartoon with holes and then
sprinkle charcoal powder over the drawing to reproduce the design on the
canvas below. The pinholes on this drawing are still clearly visible. Sadly the
final painting has been damaged through time, but here in the cartoon we
see that first stage: a sensitive and balanced picture of mother and child:
Mary warm and caring, Jesus laughing and alive.
During Advent we think of the preparations God made for the birth of the
Saviour. We celebrate God’s work of creation and how He chose a people
for His own. Within that people He looked for a holy remnant and then
finally a loving heart in the assent of Mary to be the mother of our Lord.
These preparatory steps were as vital for our salvation as the artist moving
from idea to sketch to the finished work.
Each stage is important; each stage a revelation of life and love. Vasari wrote
of Raphael that in his paintings ‘the flesh palpitates, the breath comes and
goes, every organ lives, and life pulsates everywhere.’ Even this preliminary
drawing displays that life and vitality. It is a life we celebrate at Christmas in
the birth of a child who turns to us, as he does in this work, as a sign of joy
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Miscellaneous
Editor: by Tim Lenton
The man who gave us safe milk and saved the silk industry
Two hundred years ago, on 27th December 1822, the French biologist,
microbiologist and chemist Louis Pasteur was born. One of the fathers of
germ theory, he was best known for the pasteurisation process, which is
named in his honour.
At school he was not an outstanding student, his favourite subject being
art. But he eventually became a professor of chemistry first at the
University of Strasbourg, where he met his wife Marie, and then, in 1854,
at the University of Lille, where he was also dean of the science faculty.
A Roman Catholic by birth, he was said to have retained strong beliefs in
God and eternity, –saying that studying nature led to his amazement at the
works of the Creator. But he rarely attended church, saying that he prayed
while working in the laboratory.
His achievements were many and varied, though after his death some
doubt was cast on his methods and his failure sometimes to attribute the
work of other scientists. He is best known for the now familiar process of
pasteurising milk, removing harmful bacteria, but he also developed
vaccinations for anthrax, TB and rabies. He also created, in 1865, a method
of eliminating microbes that attacked silkworm eggs and was said to have
helped save the silk industry as a result.
In 1868 he suffered a stroke and became partially paralysed, but he was
able to continue his work. In 1885 he vaccinated a boy who had been
bitten by a rabid dog: the success of this brought him fame and led to
fundraising and the building of the Pasteur Institute in Paris in 1888. He
died in 1895.
Protect our birds
This Christmas why not give the birds in your garden a Christmas present
by joining the RSPB? More and more of our wild birds are disappearing,
making the RSPB’s work vital, to make sure that the birds we have grown
up with and love remain a familiar sight for our children and future
generations. More than 200 different kinds of wild bird live within our
shores – why not help the RSPB to help them? Visit: www.rspb.org.uk
I heard the bells on Christmas Day their old familiar carols play, and
wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, goodwill to men! Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Miscellaneous
The mysterious ways of mistletoe
Mistletoe has long been used as part of our Christmas decorations. It is
not your usual kind of plant. Instead, it is hemiparasitic, meaning that
although its leaves enable it to feed itself through photosynthesis, its roots
invade the host tree or shrub to extract water and other nutrients.
Mistletoe loves living in apple, lime, hawthorn, poplar or oak trees. You
may spot it high up, as a large globe, on the bare trees in winter. There is
one spectacular example in Windsor Great Park, clearly visible from the
path on the opposite side of the Thames. Mistletoe’s berries are almost
translucent, fleshy and sticky. They form in the forks of mistletoe's many
branches. While they are toxic to humans, they are attractive to birds,
who wipe the remaining seeds off their beaks onto the nearest branch,
which of course helps the plant to spread. For some reason, Romans
thought mistletoe represented Peace, Love and Understanding. Perhaps
that is how it got into our Christmas celebrations?
Editor: by Tim Lenton
The great North Sea Flood
Seventy years ago, on 31st January 1953 and stretching overnight into 1st
February, the worst North Sea flood on record took place. North-western
Europe was hit by extensive flooding when severe gales combined with a
spring tide and very low pressure. Over 1,800 people were killed in the
Netherlands, over 300 in Eastern England, and 28 in Belgium. More than
230 deaths occurred on ships and boats along Northern European coasts,
as well as in deeper waters in the North Sea. The semi-enclosed shape and
shallowness of the North Sea was a major factor in the severity of the
flood. The surge peaked at almost 11 feet (3.35 metres) above the average
sea level. Sea defences in all countries affected were in poor condition
because of the Second World War, and warning systems, where they
existed, were far from adequate. Land up to 18 feet above mean sea level
was flooded, and because of the lack of warnings – it was a Saturday night,
and government and emergency services were not necessarily staffed –
many people died in their sleep without any knowledge of what was
happening. Radio stations typically broadcast only during the day. Amateur
radio operators set up a voluntary emergency radio network – in many
areas providing the only contact with the outside world for days.
In England and Scotland nearly 1,000 miles of coastline was damaged, and
flooding forced more than 30,000 people from their homes. Damage was
estimated at £50 million – equivalent to more than £1.5 billion today.
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Miscellaneous
All in the month of DECEMBER
It was:
200 years ago, on 27th December 1822 that Louis Pasteur, French biologist, microbiologist, and chemist was born. One of the fathers of germ theory, he was best known for the pasteurisation process, which is named in his
honour.
100 years ago, on 8th December 1922 that Lucian Freud, German-born
British figurative artist and draughtsman was born. One of the leading portrait artists of the 20th century.
Also 100 years ago, on 30th December 1922 that the Soviet Union was
founded. Officially known as the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR),
it was dissolved in 1991.
90 years ago, on 25th December 1932 that the first Royal Christmas Message was broadcast on radio. King George V addressed the nation live from
Sandringham.
80 years ago, on 1st December 1942 that the British Government published the Beveridge Report, which formed the basis of the welfare state.
Also 80 years ago, on 17th December 1942 that British Foreign Secretary
Anthony Eden told the House of Commons about the mass executions of
Jews by the Nazis in occupied Europe. Ministers and Members of Parliament condemned the massacres and held a minute’s silence as a mark of
respect for the victims.
65 years ago, on 25th December 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas
message was televised for the first time.
40 years ago, on 12th December 1982 that 30,000 women joined hands
around the Greenham Common RAF base in Berkshire to protest against
the siting of US Cruise missiles there.
25 years ago, on 11th December 1997 that Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams met Prime Minister Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street – the first Irish
Republican leader to do so since Michael Collins in 1921.
Also 25 years ago, on 11th December 1997 that the Kyoto Protocol,
aimed at reducing greenhouse gases and combating global warming, was
adopted at a conference in Japan. More than 190 countries have signed the
agreement, which came into effect in February 2005.
10 years ago, on 9th December 2012 that Patrick Moore, British astronomer, television presenter and musician died. Best known for hosting the
astronomy series The Sky at Night (1957-2013) the longest-running TV series with the same presenter.
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Miscellaneous
All in the month of JANUARY
It was:
250 years ago, on 17th January 1773 that Captain James Cook’s ship, the
HMS Resolution, became the first ship to cross the Antarctic Circle, during
his second voyage.
200 years ago, on 26th January 1823 that Edward Jenner, the British physician and immunologist who created the first vaccine, died. The vaccine was
for smallpox.
125 years ago, on 14th January 1898 that Lewis Carroll died. Best known
for Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Through the Looking Glass and the poems
Jabberwocky and The Hunting of the Snark.
100 years ago, on 8th January 1923 that the first BBC outside broadcast
took place, at the British National Opera Company’s production of The
Magic Flute from Covent Garden London.
90 years ago, on 18th January 1933 that David Bellamy, the botanist, TV
presenter and environmentalist was born. (Died 2019)
70 years ago, on 31st January and 1st February 1953 that the North Sea
flood took place. North-western Europe was hit by extensive flooding
when severe gales, combined with a spring tide. Over 1,800 people were
killed in the Netherlands, over 300 in Eastern England, and 28 in Belgium. A
further 133 people were killed when the Princess Victoria car ferry capsized
off Scotland, and many fishing boats sank.
65 years ago, on 1st January 1958 that Chinese leader Mao Zedong announced the Great Leap Forwards, a 5-year place to transform China from
an agrarian economy into a socialist society via rapid industrialisation and
collective farming. The plan failed and within three years tens of millions of
people had died from mass killings, starvation and forced labour.
50 years ago, on 30th January 1973 that the Watergate scandal began when
seven men were convicted of conspiracy, burglary and wiretapping at the
Democratic National Committee headquarters in the Watergate Complex
in Washington DC.
40 years ago, on 17th January 1983 that Breakfast Television was launched
in the UK with the BBC’s Breakfast Time programme. The ITV’s TV-am
followed on 1st February.
30 years ago, on 5th January 1993 that the Liberian-registered oil tanker
MV Braer ran aground off the Shetland Islands, spilling 84,700 tons of crude
oil into the sea, and causing massive ecological damage.
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Poems
Good News
(Lk2:1-14)
Good news!
Good news of great joy –
and it outweighs the bad news
of the journey,
of the rejection,
of the confusion
that made, and makes up life
for Joseph and Mary and for us.
Good news!
God’s timing,
God’s sovereignty,
God’s plan for His people
through Jesus, His gift.
The time has come
to accept and not be afraid.
God’s news is good and everlasting.
Glory to Him and peace to those
who trust and receive
without always understanding.
By Daphne Kitching
The New Year
He comes he goes, his times are set
The New Year now has shown his face
For time is here and will not wait
For dwellers all in time and space.
We sojourn here on this fair earth,
Just for a time so quickly gone
Our lives just like a vapour spent
As we await another dawn.

A candle loses nothing by
lighting another candle. Anon
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There is a day God has ordained
When we will reach a distant shore,
Eternity our new address
Where time will cease and be no more.
By Megan Carter

Miscellaneous
Why naps for children are good
Short naps in the daytime are very good for your young child. They can be
key to allowing their young brain to fully develop.
According to a recent study, the part of the brain that processes memories,
the hippocampus, is underdeveloped in children. Taking a nap will help them,
as their immature hippocampus quickly reaches its limit of memory storage.
Taking a nap will ensure that nothing is forgotten, and free up more brainpower for learning.
As one scientist explained: “they have a massive amount of information that
must be learned,” yet “the neural systems that support learning are still under construction.” So naps help children to deal with the information coming in, and to store it properly.
Naps also help a child to consolidate their emotions from the day. As one
scientist observed: “This provides a potential explanation of the oft observed phenomena that habitually napping children are emotionally dysregulated at the end of the day if they do not nap (the ‘witching hour’).”
Are you dreading some Christmas presents?
Do you expect to like all the presents you will receive this year? Not if last
year was anything to go by! In fact, it seems that more than two-thirds of us
expect that we will unwrap at least one item that we do not like this Christmas.
What do you do with those weird gifts? One in four of us admit to dumping
them – straight into the bin. Yet we are very polite about it - two in five of
us pretend delight so that we do not hurt anyone’s feelings. Only one in ten
of us is ruthlessly honest and express our disappointment.
A better way of getting rid of unwanted presents is to donate them to charity. Charity shops will welcome almost any kind of unwanted Christmas present.
Post those cards on time! Final posting dates for the UK this
Christmas are as follows:
- Friday 16th December: Royal Mail Bulk Mail Economy
- Monday 19th December: 2nd Class
- Wednesday 21st December: 1st Class
- Thursday 22nd December: Special Delivery Guaranteed & Royal Mail
Tracked 24
- Friday 23rd December: Special Delivery Guaranteed with Saturday Guarantee
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Smile
A dog’s life
A couple had gone to their minister for counseling because their marriage
was in trouble. The husband began by complaining that he led a dog’s life at
home. To the minister’s surprise, the wife immediately agreed. “After all, he
rushes into the house with muddy feet, tracks across my clean floors, barks
at nothing, growls at his food and makes himself comfortable on the best
furniture. Then he falls asleep and snaps at you if you disturb him."
Santa
I am terrified of the Santa at the shopping centre where I work. Our HR lady
talked it over with me, and has discovered I am Claustrophobic.
Good home
After the christening of his baby brother in church, young Jason sobbed all
the way home in the back seat of the car. His father asked him three times
what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied, "That minister said he wanted us
to be brought up in a good Christian home, but I want to stay with you
guys."
US elections
Edward Hale, while chaplain of the U.S. Senate, was once asked if he prayed
for the senators. He quickly replied, "No. After getting to know the senators, I pray for the people."
Visiting Father Christmas
A mother took her young daughter to visit Father Christmas in his grotto at
the garden centre. He greeted the youngster merrily and asked: “And what
would you like for Christmas?"
The little girl stared at him, open-mouthed with horror. “Didn't you get my
email?!"
Explaining birth
An expectant mother let her four-year-old place his hand on her tummy and
feel the baby kick. The little boy was amazed and wondered aloud how the
baby would ever get out. To keep it simple, the mother just said, "The doctor will help."
Her son’s eyes widened: "You've got a doctor in there, too?!"
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Picture Parable
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